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<xsd:extension base=“xsd:anyType”>
<xsd:attributeGroup ref=“e:nameopt”/>
      <xsd:attributeGroup ref=”e:typeopt 
d:extension> </xsd:complexContent>   
</xsd:complexType> <xsd:element=“x 
name=“absContainer” type=”e:absCon               
 abstract=“true”/> <xsd:element name    
name=“absHcontainer” containerType”    
  base=“e:absInlineType”> <xsd:choice  
ccurs=“0”  maxOccurs=“unbounded”>
<xsd:attributeGroup ref=”e:namereq”/>
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The processes of political, social and economic integration of European Union 
member states are causing a growing interest in exchanging legal information 
knowledge at national and trans-national levels. 
In this context the use of document standards and Semantic Web technologies 
represents a pre-condition for the development of services oriented to legislators, to 
legal information providers as well as to legal experts, with the aim of enhanching the 
quality and accessibility of legal information in a distributed environment.
This work gives an overview of the initiatives on legislative standards at national and 
European levels, as well as similar trends in extra-European countries, along with 
technical details of the various activities dealing with the definition of legal standards 
and the development of software tools for managing legislation.
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